
 

September 5, 2019 

Dear Butte Creek Families: 

 

Welcome back to school!! We are so happy to 

have our students back this week and to be 

able to work with them all year long. Our first 

days of school have been amazing, and we 

expect this to continue all year long.  

As usual the “Little Bits” newsletter will be 

posted weekly (typically on Thursday) on our 

website, 

http://buttecreek.silverfallsschools.org, getting 

important information and school news into 

your hands quickly and on a regular basis. If 

you prefer a paper copy sent home with your 

child, please notify Susan or Sheila in our 

office. I hope you find it useful as we navigate 

through the school year. Again, welcome back; 

it’s a great privilege to return to Butte Creek 

this year to serve as your principal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Palmer 

 

----------------------------------------- 

PTT CORNER 
Oktoberfest is right around the corner! 

We welcome helpers for baking in the 

school kitchen this Friday, after school 

until 8pm and Saturday morning 

starting at 8am! 

Also, please remember to check the sign 

up sheets for your booth shift. Our 

booth is next to the Glockenspiel.  

Thank you to all who support our school 

with volunteer time and buying cake 

and cold drinks! Together  

we add so much to the  

educational experience  

of our Butte Creek  

students.  

 

Dates to Remember 
 

September 12th-15th OKTOBERFEST 

If you would like to volunteer in our 

school booth, please sign up on the board 

by the cafeteria.  Thank you!! 

 

September 23rd –- Picture Day 

 

September 23rd –- Early Release at 1:00pm  

 

 

End of the day pick up 

If your child is to be picked up after school, 

they will be brought to the cafeteria, by an 

adult, to meet you.  Dismissal time is 

3:00pm 

 

 

If your child is going to be late or absent, 

please call our office at 503-829-6803 ext. 

302 or you can email Susan at 

egbert_susan@silverfalls.k12.or.us 

 

 

 
 

 

Bubba Bobcat the Gorilla 

 
Win him for your class by winning our 

weekly attendance contest.  Come to school 

on time everyday!!  The class with the 

highest percentage of attendance will get to 

have Bubba for an entire week!   

Attendance contest 

http://buttecreek.silverfallsschools.org/
http://buttecreek.silverfallsschools.org/


 

 Study Hall for Athletes 

On early release days that coincide with sports, 

we will offer a study hall for any athletes who 

wish to stay at school between 1:00 and 3:00pm, 

either for practice or games. Because we are 

requiring students to be here on these days, we 

feel that a study hall will be a productive way 

for kids to spend this time at no cost to families. 

It will offer a quiet classroom environment 

where students can work on assignments under 

the supervision of our classified staff. Of course, 

students will still have the option to go home on 

the 1:00pm bus and return later to the gym.  

Forms will be sent home so that students may 

sign up for study hall, so we know how many 

kids to expect. Please call the office if you have 

any questions about this program. The first 

Early release day is Monday, September 23rd. 

 

 

From time to time, the Butte Creek 

“Little Bits” newsletter will include 

a character commentary by Michael 

Josephson of the Josephson 

Institute for Ethics (the Character 

Counts people). The messages 

cover a wide variety of topics, but 

all share the focus on good 

character, which is our priority at 

Butte Creek. Please feel free to 

read and discuss these with your 

family members. I hope you enjoy 

reading them as much as I do.  

Mr. Palmer 

 

Please see commentary below 

Let the Butterfly Struggle (One of my all-time favorites. This one is required reading for all 

parents at the start of the new school year.)  

There's a parable about a new mother who discovered a butterfly struggling mightily to escape 

its cocoon through a tiny opening at the top. She became concerned when the creature seemed 

to give up after making no progress. Certain that the butterfly wouldn't make it out without 

help, she enlarged the hole slightly.  

On its next try, the butterfly wriggled out easily. But the young woman's joy turned to horror 

when she saw its wings were shriveled and useless. Her well-intentioned intervention had 

turned out badly because it interrupted a natural process. Forcing the butterfly to squeeze 

though a small opening is nature's way of assuring that blood from the creature's body is 

pushed into the wings. By making it easier, she deprived the butterfly of strong wings.  

Childhood, too, is a sort of cocoon. If a healthy adult is to emerge, parents must allow, even 

encourage, their children to struggle, make mistakes, learn from them and pay a price for bad 

judgments and conduct.  

Of course, good parents should be ready to protect their children from serious harm. But being 

overprotective can itself inflict damage. Adversity is not always an enemy. It's often teaching 

that helps a young person develop wings strengthened by self-confidence and self-reliance.  

Helen Keller once said, "Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through 

experience of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, vision cleared, ambition inspired 

and success achieved. 

 



 

 

ATTENDANCE NEWS: 

Start the year with the mindset of having 95% or better attendance 
this year!  That is our goal at Butte Creek; both as a school and for 

each individual student!  While we have come close in the past, we 
have yet to get to 95%.  Last year, as a school we ended with 

92.41%.  THIS IS THE YEAR WE HOPE TO BREAK OUR 
RECORD!  We can do that by partnering together! 

 
Help your student make this the year their personal best!  Together, 

we can help all students stay in the 95-100% attendance range by 
supporting them in missing 9 or fewer days during the school year. 

 
Watch for more information coming your way regarding “Every Day 
Matters”, the importance of regular attendance, Butte Creek’s 

attendance policy, strategies for success, and ways that we can 
partner in helping each student maintain regular attendance!  We 

will also keep you up to date monthly how we are doing.   
 

Next week:  the attendance tracker. 
 

Here’s to a great year with great attendance!! 
 
 

 
    

                                                                       
 


